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site at ftp://ftp.xilinx.com/pub/swhelp/
xact-pc and on our BBS (408-559-9327) in
the Software Help ➡ XACT-PC area. The
name of the file is PREP_NT.ZIP. After
unzipping this file, place the XNFPREP.EXE
file in C:\XACT, overwriting the existing
XNFPREP.EXE. This new version, 5.2.1c,
fixes a bug where the .PRP file would not
be written.

Setting the Environment
Next, you must modify the environment

variables. Keep in mind that you must have
administrator privileges to modify existing
system environment variables and to add
drivers.

In the Main program group, double-
click on Control Panel and then System
(NT 3.51) or right click on My Computer
(NT 4.0). In the System Environment Vari-
ables area, select Path. In the Value field at
the bottom of the screen, add

C:\XACT;C:\WVOFFICE;

before the existing path, so it looks like
C:\XACT;C:\WVOFFICE;<rest_of_path>.

Hit the Set button, then create a new vari-
able; the Variable is XACT and the Value is

C:\XACT;C:\WVOFFICE

Then bring C:\WINNT\SYSTEM32\
AUTOEXEC.NT into a text editor. Add this
line at the end:

SET XACT=C:\XACT;C:\WVOFFICE

You can verify that these settings have
been applied (after rebooting Windows NT)
by typing SET in the DOS window. Leave all
the C:\WVOFFICE statements out if you are
not using the Workview Office tools.

Drivers
Next, you must install the Rainport

driver, which is also located on our FTP
site at ftp://ftp.xilinx.com/pub/swhelp/
xact-pc and on our BBS in the Software
Help ➡ XACT-PC area. The file is called
RAINPORT.EXE. This driver is required to
enable Windows NT to recognize the

hardware key. The RAINPORT.EXE
contains a readme about how to
install the driver. This driver can also
be found in the SENTINEL directory on
the Workview Office 7.2 CD. Choose
Control Panels ➡ Drivers ➡ Add to
install this. This version is only for use
with Windows NT 3.51.

Windows NT 4.0 users will install the
newer version of Rainport mentioned in
the Windows Setup section. A readme
within the ZIP file explains how to install
this driver.

Running the tools
You will be running the tools in an

MS-DOS session. Take a look at the
Reference Guide Volumes 1, 2 and 3 for
specific information about using these
tools in a DOS environment.

You will see that some of the Windows
tools will work. Besides the Simulation
Utility and the Memory Generator, you
can create a new icon for the Timing
Analyzer. The Command Line for this tool
is c:\xact\timingan.exe and the Working
Directory is c:\xact. There have been
cases where these Windows tools have
had problems, and the workaround is to
use the DOS equivalent. Tools that will
not work are the Design Manager, Flow
Engine, and Floorplanner.

If you have any problems using the
Adobe Acrobat reader, you can download
a copy of Acrobat 2.1 for Windows 95/NT
from their Web site, www.adobe.com/
acrobat/windows.html.

Hopefully, these hints will get you up
and running within your Windows NT
environment. There are some differences
with different installations of Windows
NT, so results may certainly vary. Please
keep in mind that these tools were never
intended to run in Windows NT, but if
you do run into problems, please contact
Xilinx Technical Support for assistance. ◆

One-Day VHDL Seminar Now Available

TECHNICAL TRAINING UPDATE

seminars have been added to the schedule
to meet demand.

Each attendee receives an evaluation kit
of the Xilinx software. This provides ample
opportunity to practice the skills and know-
ledge obtained at the seminar. The kit
includes the Foundation Series software, an
integrated tool set of schematic entry, VHDL
synthesis, functional and timing simulation
and design implementation tools – every-
thing needed to create an entire design.

Xilinx, its distributors and representa-
tives, together with Esperan, are sponsor-
ing these seminars. Contact your local
Xilinx representative to inquire about
VHDL training seminars in your area.

In related news, electronics distributors
Hamilton Hallmark, Marshall and Insight
are in the process of creating VHDL work-
shops as well. In each case, Xilinx FPGA
devices and the Foundation Series tools
have been selected for use in the lab
exercises. ◆

Updated Training
Courses Available

The basic Xilinx technical training
courses have been updated to reflect all
the features of the latest development
software. XACTstep™ version 6.0.1 software
is fully incorporated into the schematic-
based design course. The course examines
a complete design scenario for the Foun-
dation Series software user. The updated
synthesis-based design course provides
VHDL/Verilog designers with an intimate
working knowledge of the XACTstep
v5.2.1/6.0.1 synthesis software. Both of
these courses are available worldwide.

The current schedule of schematic-
and synthesis-based courses, as well as
course registration information, can be
found at the WebLINX web site
(www.xilinx.com). ◆

Xilinx is sponsoring a series of one-
day introductory VHDL seminars conducted

by qualified instructors from
Esperan Inc. Esperan specializes
in technical training and has
educated thousands of VHDL
users since 1992. This one-day
course, a must for new users,
emphasizes the basics of the
VHDL language.

A full day of lecture and
hands-on labs, the seminar
uses the VHDL tool of-
fered by Xilinx in the
Foundation Series™. The

tuition fee is $99. Feedback from partici-
pants has been extremely positive; extra

First Hands-On Workshop on
Reconfigurable Computing
The Xilinx University Program (XUP) has had an active training

schedule with nine recent workshops in four countries. XUP workshops
are designed to train university instructors on the basics of using
programmable logic for undergraduate courses, graduate courses and
research.

In addition to the standard workshops, and in response to a grow-
ing interest in dynamically-reconfigurable logic, a unique, leading-edge
workshop was held at Cornell University (Ithaca, NY).

The Cornell workshop was the first to examine both the hardware
and software issues associated with dynamically-reconfigurable com-
puting, including hands-on laboratory exercises. Participating lecturers
included representatives from Xilinx, the Virginia Institute of Technol-
ogy, ETZ Zurich, Cornell University, and Imperial College (UK). Mr.
Nick Treddinick, an IEEE fellow, presented the keynote address.

Xilinx is committed to addressing the needs of the reconfigurable
logic market, and the Xilinx University Program is committed to further
academic support of this exciting area of study. Proceedings from the
workshop are available to XUP participants, and further information
about this workshop and future XUP workshops can be obtained on the
web at www.xilinx.com/programs/univ.htm. ◆

Windows NT Environment

VHDL SEMINAR ATTENDEES LEARN:

• The benefits of using VHDL design

to reduce time-to-market

• VHDL’s general structure and syntax

• How to write good VHDL code that

will synthesize efficiently

• How to effectively target CPLD and

FPGA architectures

• How to implement state machines,

combinatorial logic and arithmetic

functions in VHDL

http://www.xilinx.com/programs/univ.htm

